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Why This Matters

The United States Coast Guard
(USCQG) is the lead Federal agency
for operations within the nation’s
marine transportation system and is
charged with preventing and
responding to major marine
accidents. Preventing marine
accidents minimizes property loss
and disruptions to maritime
commerce, as well as protects the
marine environment from oil spills
and other harmful substances. The
USCG also employs the Marine
Safety Program, which ensures the
safety of tens of thousands of
mariners and millions of passengers
on ferries and other vessels.

DHS Response

The USCG concurred with all
seven of our audit
recommendations. Corrective
actions have already been
implemented or planned with
targeted implementation dates in
2013 and 2014.

For Further Information:

Contact our Office of Public Affairs at
(202)254-4100, or email us at
DHS-OIG.OfficePublicAffairs@dhs.gov

Marine Accident Reporting,
Investigations, and Enforcement in
the United States Coast Guard

What We Determined

The purpose of the investigations program in the USCG is to ensure the safety of mariners
and vessel passengers by preventing marine accidents, protecting the environment from oil
spills, and minimizing property loss and disruptions to commerce. The USCG is responsible
for identifying, investigating, and enforcing reporting requirements related to marine
accidents involving commercial vessels. Our audit objective was to determine whether the
USCG has adequate processes to investigate, take corrective actions, and enforce Federal
regulations following reported marine casualties.

The USCG does not have adequate processes to investigate, take corrective actions, and
enforce Federal regulations related to the reporting of marine accidents. These conditions
exist because the USCG has not developed and retained sufficient personnel, established a
complete process with dedicated resources to address corrective actions, and provided
adequate training to personnel on enforcement of marine accident reporting. As a result, the
USCG may be delayed in identifying the causes of accidents; initiating corrective actions; and
providing the findings and lessons learned to mariners, the public, and other governmental
entities. These conditions may also delay the development of new standards, which could
prevent future accidents.

What We Recommend

We made seven recommendations to improve the efficiency and effectiveness of USCG’s
marine accident investigations and enforcement of reporting requirements. We recommend
that the USCG implement a retention plan, revise and strengthen its personnel management
policies, develop processes with dedicated resources to review, track and address safety and
traveling inspection recommendations, provide enforcement training and guidance on all
enforcement options.
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