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Why This Matters

In February and March 2013, media
sources reported ICE released
hundreds of immigration detainees,
including detainees with criminal
convictions. The publicized
releases occurred the weekend
before sequestration went into
effect on March 1, 2013, generating
speculation that the releases were
improperly motivated. Senators
Tom A. Coburn, M.D. and John S.
McCain requested we review: the
circumstances of and reasons for
the release of the detainees; the
selection criteria and process used;
whether ICE accurately applied its
selection criteria and processes; and
whether ICE received guidance or
directives from the Executive
Office of the President.

DHS Response

DHS concurred with all
recommendations. Based on ICE's
response, all recommendations are
resolved and open.

For Further Information:

Contact our Office of Public Affairs at
(202)254-4100, or email us at

DHS-OIG.OfficePublicAffairs@oig.dhs.gov

ICE's Release of Immigration
Detainees

What We Determined

We determined the execution of the releases was problematic. Insufficient U.S. Immigration
and Customs Enforcement (ICE) executive leadership planning and limited engagement with
its Enforcement and Removal Operations field offices contributed to the timing and number
of alien releases. Prior to the detainee releases, ICE executive leadership did not communicate
effectively with Enforcement and Removal Operations, and did not inform DHS leadership or
the Executive Office of the President about the budget shortfall. In addition, ICE did not
notify DHS’ Secretary about plans to release aliens as a remedy for the budget shortfall.

What We Recommend

We made four recommendations to the Principal Deputy Assistant Secretary for U.S.
Immigration and Customs Enforcement to improve ICE detention management.



